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erous. Thus the corps of his artists and workmen are united 
and enthusiastic ; they have a common aim and are capable of 
producing the finest results. On the other hand his wide infor- 
mation and good taste are invaluable to the wealthy proprie- 
tors with whom his important contracts are made. The path 
of the contractor is not always strewn with roses, any more than 
that of the architect, the artist or the professional man. It stands 
to reason that he will frequently come into contact with rich 
men, obstinate and prejudiced, who bring forward all sorts of 
hideous and impossible plans and suggestions for the adornment 
of their houses, none the less admirable in their own opinion 
because they offend every canon of art that is known. In such 
a case it is the decorator's manifest duty to open the eyes of the 
worshipper of Mammon, convince him of his own ignorance, 
and save him from the discredit of disfiguring his walls with 
designs which good judges will be sure to pronounce pretentious, 
vulgar or commonplace ; and those who have studied human 
nature can readily imagine how difficult a task this will some- 
times turn out to be. But it will go hard with such an individ- 
ual when he has Mr. Douthitt to deal with, for the latter has 
truly a terrible tenacity, and being able to sustain his own views 
with unanswerable arguments, it is ten to one if he does not 
carry his point. Sometimes the unhappy owner of the house 
whose establishment is under discussion persists in having his 
own plans executed, only to see his mistake as soon as it is too 
late, when they confront him upon his own walls in all their 
crudeness and discord ; and there have been instances in which 
the millionaire under these circumstances has had the mag- 
nanimity and good sense to have the design promptly wiped out 
and replaced by those which had been proffered him by his 
judicious adviser ; a brilliant and somewhat amusing triumph 
for him ; and a very costly one (for to him also it is after all a 
triumph) for the proprietor. 

The decorator is in his true Eldorado when he is called upon 
to adorn the beautiful mansion of a family not only of large 
wealth, but of refinement and cultivation, with whose various 
members he can consult upon equal ground, pleased with and 
inspired by their suggestions, modifying his own views in ac- 
cordance with them, able to display all the resources of his 
fascinating art with the certainty that they will be understood 
and appreciated. Then are created the enchanting boudoirs, 
the stately libraries, the sumptuous drawing rooms that are 
dreams of beauty, a delight to dwell in and contemplate — then 
7iomes are created, worthy of the name even, although palaces, 
a true manifestation of the character and spirit of the happy 
circle to whom they afford luxurious shelter. Among the rare 
specimens of decoration recently completed, or in process of 
completion, under the direction of Mr. Douthitt, it would be 
worth while for any lover of the beautiful to pay a visit to the 
Nevada, on the boulevard, for the sake of the magnificent pan- 
els of the vestibule, superb flower pieces by M. Paul de Long- 
pre", to whom the first prize for flower painting was awarded in 
the last Paris exposition. All the apartments are decorated with 
exceptional taste and elegance, but the panels to which I have 
referred, are of a beauty and splendor that recall the sumptuous 
villas and palaces of mediseval Italy. 

The house of Dr. Keyes, 74th street and Fifth avenue, which 
has just been decorated under Mr. Douthitt's supervision by the 
celebrated artists, Carl Hanson and Henry Bjerre, is a rare ex- 
ample of what can be accomplished in the way of decoration 
under the happiest auspices. It is a triumph even in the pres- 
ent day of art and luxury. The dining-room in painted tapes- 
try panels with a broad rich tapestry frieze, executed by Mr. 
Douthitt's tapestry artists, has an air of picturesque distinction 
and originality that is captivating in the extreme. It does not 
reproduce directly any of the ancient or mediseval schools, but 
is distinctively American ; showing the noble capacity of painted 
tapestry in mural adornment. The panels in this room are ad- 
mirable and fascinating works of art, for the same reason that 
the canvasses of the popular masters of the day are so consid- 
ered. The drawing-room with panels of wreaths, festoons, and 
hanging baskets of flowers, a stately frieze, and ceiling with a 
design of cupids of exquisite and etherial delicacy, is as perfect 
a specimen as has yet been produced of the Raphaelesque Re- 
naissance. The library is Moresque of the finest and purest 
type. This house is Mr. Douthitt's latest chef d'ceuvre, and one 
of which he has every reason to be proud. 
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A NEW YORK DRAPERY ARTIST. 

[ R. ERNEST HAGUE is the drapery artist of the estab- 
lishment of Madame Thurn, of 426 Fifth avenue, New 
York, who conducts a well-known establishment as 
coutueriere, or ladies' dressmaker, and also does a large busi- 
ness in interior drapery decorations. Mr. Hague" is this lady's 
son-in-law, and we take pleasure in showing some examples of 
his work as designer in draperies and dress fabrics. Mr. Hague" 
is also an expert window dresser, and has done some notable 
work in this line. 

Mr. Hague" was born in London in 1861, and belongs to a fine 
French family. He passed his childhood up to six years in 
London, when his parents removed to the Castel de Mace, 
Commune de St. Denis, Blois, France. In this beautiful home 
on the banks of the Loire he remained for twenty years. He 
spent a great deal of his time in the study of art, his first 




The Decorator and Furnisher settles every vexed ques- 
tion on house decoration. 



Drapery for Vestibule Doer, Designed by Ernest Hagud. 

essays being in the direction of architectural painting. , He 
made a beautiful design of a Porte d'Honneur, or garden gate, 
in the style of Francois L, for his father's chateau. Another 
architectural work was the design of a minaret in the Arabian 
style, which to this day adorns the Castel de Mace. He after- 
wards designed a monument to his sister, which was executed by 
the celebrated sculptor, M. Halou. 

He gave up architecture to make a study of painting, and 
made a business of portrait painting, and executed a great many 
orders for the Belgium nobility, he having gone to that country 
in following out his career as an artist. He painted the por- 



87 



She Degoi^ajfoi^ and Rui^nishei^. 



traits of the Baron de Coppin, Master Huyten, Mr. J. Nachter- 
gael and Mr. Charles Nachtergael, and M. and Madame Van 
Cothem, of Brussels ; also the portraits of Mr. M. R.- Hague" and 
Mr. E. F. Hague, of France. He also painted the portrait of 
Mr. Jeffrey, of London, and Mrs. Dittmarsh, of Philadelphia, 
and Messrs. M. L. Thurn and Dr. L. Walstein and W. Randall, 
of New York City. 

In 1886 he came to New York and married Madame Thurn's 
daughter, and since that time he has had charge of the pattern 
and designing depot of that establishment, and is now giving 
his entire attention to his business as an artist in drapery and 
ladies' dresses. 

The illustration represents an arrangement of drapery for 
the decoration of a vestibule door, designed by Mr. Hagu6. It 
will be seen that the design is exceedingly refined. The fan- 
like decorations are made of French lace, while the curtains 
are of opaque blue silk. 



THE BLUE PARLOR IN THE PLAZA HOTEL, 
NEW YORK. 



THE illustration herewith presented of the blue parlor in the 
Plaza Hotel is a fine example of modern decoration. The 
walls are covered with a Gobelin blue brocade, the design 
being in the style of the French Renaissance. There is a Gobe- 
lin blue Wilton velvet carpet, which harmonizes with the walls, 
and the furniture, which is entirely gilt, is upholstered with 
magnificent panels of Beauvais tapestry. All these fabrics were 
supplied by the well known firm of Arnold, Constable & Co., ol 
this city. 

The woodwork of the room, as well as the double frieze, 
cornice, and ceiling, are decorated in cream and gold. The 
frieze, as shown, is in the French Renaissance style, surmounted 
with a Grecian repeat in plastic relief, and the ceiling is beau- 




Thk Blue Parlor ik the Plaza Hotbl, New \ork. 



Mr. Hague" while devoting his talents to the designing of 
textile fabrics, also follows his profession of portrait painter. 
To this art he has lately added the art of photography, in 
which he is an expert, and will shortly open a studio for por- 
trait painting and photography at 266 Fifth avenue, New York. 
While he has great ability as an artist, he also possesses a very 
refined and charming personality, and we anticipate a great 
career for him in this country. 



A house or room crowded with pictures is not in good taste, 
for the effect is confusing, and the beauties of few can be ap- 
preciated. The position of a picture depends somewhat upon 
whether it has glass or not. Place oil paintings so that the 
light will fall upon them obliquely, if you would show them to 
advantage. 



tifully frescoed with scrolls in the French Renaissance style. 
This part of the work was executed by Herter Brothers of this 
city. 

The piano is also decorated in cream and gold enamel. The 
frame of the oval mirror is in richly carved oak, all gilt, with 
the flat portions decorated with Gobelin blue silk velvet. This 
fine apartment is one of the leading attractions of the new 
Plaza Hotel, which for beauty of site, and completeness of ap- 
pointments, is one of the finest in New York City. 



In ordinary rooms pictures should hang on a level with 
the eye. The effect of many good pictures is spoiled be- 
cause they are hung too high. Only small pictures can be safely 
hung between windows. 



THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER costs $4.00 per year. 



